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Dear Parents & Students,  
 
Welcome, Wildcats to our 2026-27 school year! I especially want to welcome the new families joining our 
Wildcat Piano family. We've been busy breaking in (our NEW) Room 118, learning our music alphabet and 
keyboard geography, and playing lots of MUSIC while we await our pedals and bases. As you may know, 
music is a unique, rewarding, and exciting educational opportunity offered by our school. Your investment 
in time, effort, and dedication will pay tremendous dividends in life for many years to come. The ultimate 
goal, however, is a lifelong understanding and appreciation for quality music, music-making, and being 
consumers of music (becoming better listeners and concert-goers).  In addition, we use music as a 
medium to teach wonderful life lessons as part of our comprehensive program here at West Ashley High 
School.  
 

WAHS Piano has a lot of GREAT NEWS: 
◆​Our fledgling Piano has moved from Room 604 (Theatre room) and has been given its OWN SPACE in 

Room 118. MANY thanks to Dr. Brandt, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Wald, Mrs. Cannon, and so many who helped 
secure our new space! 

◆​The CCSD VPA Department has awarded $23,000 in funding. The 10 Yamaha P-225b keyboards that 
came in last Fall will be joined by 15 more, and ALL 25 keyboards will have bases (furniture) and 
3-pedal units, making for 25 fully functional, set piano stations! We will be receiving bases/pedals, 2 
keyboards, and 20 sets of headphones on September 1st. Students have been wonderfully patient 
while we transition--they are SO excited to see our new HOME transform! 😁 

◆​We wrote a $1,400 DonorsChoose grant in May called, "Outfit Our NEW Piano Classroom". It was 
recently fully funded about two weeks ago, and the funding will help WAHS get the functional things 
the lab needs to be an organized space for 3 Piano classes. It's raining FREE money! ☔💲🌈 

 

Some background: I am currently in my second year as the Piano and Orchestra Director at WAHS. 
Although unsure of how to apply it at the moment, I graduated from the University of New England in 
August 2023 with an Educator Specialist degree in Educational Administration. Most recently, my (JICHS) 
students were selected to perform at the 2025 SC Music Educators Association Annual Conference.  I was 
also asked to present a session on “Best Practices in the Group Piano Setting” at the Lang Lang 
International Foundation’s Keyboards Of Innovation convention in July of 2024. I spent 18 years teaching 
some variation of Strings, Piano, Chorus, and IB Music at James Island Charter High School, where I began 
the Keyboard program in 2008. When I left, we were the largest and most successful non-magnet piano 
program in the tri-county area. I graduated with a Master of Music Education from the University of South 
Carolina in 2007, where I specialized in orchestra education and served as the Graduate Assistant for the 
nationally recognized USC String Project teacher-training program. I have played piano since age eight 
and cello since age eleven. I consider both my main instruments, although I can play most stringed and 
keyboard instruments. I come from Columbia, SC, by way of Miami, Florida, where I taught Orchestra, 
Chorus, and Guitar at the middle school level for 4 years. In 2001, I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Music 
Education from the University of Miami.  I consider myself well-rounded in the performing arts, and I hope 
to bring that love and experience to each student.    
 

Feel free to contact me at any time about class matters. Email is my preferred mode of communication 
because it allows me to get back to you throughout the school day. 
We are SO happy to have you in our Piano program as we MAKE HISTORY! I'm encouraged by the growth 
I've seen in the last year, and I look forward to working with your children this school year. 
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need clarification. 
 

Sincerely, 
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Piano 1-4 

Keyboard 1 Learning and Developmental Goals 

GOALS FOR THIS COURSE- The WAHS Piano program is a comprehensive instrumental program. 
The emphasis is to assist students in becoming successful musicians both within a group and to 
continue to grow their individual potential. Development of appropriate characteristic tone, technique, 
and expression will be emphasized as students continue their instrumental study through experience 
with a variety of music literature. Students need the opportunity to create and develop their musical 
preferences and styles while being equipped with strong foundational skills to ensure success.  

The high school instrumental music experience reflects the highest degree of achievement in music 
prior to graduation, providing a variety of courses that reflects years of study, as well as interest, are 
considered as part of the high school curriculum. Students in the WAHS Piano Program should be 
aware that Piano 1, Piano 2, and Piano 3 Honors are offered so that students are able to explore at 
various depths the Fine Arts Cluster as a viable choice of elective that contributes to a comprehensive 
high school education. 

Students should define and use various Italian, German, and French musical terms to perform 
advancing levels of music. Having knowledge of analysis, structure, form, and the musical elements 
within a given composition permits the high school–level student to interpret various musical styles 
and forms, both orally and on his or her particular instrument. Students should become aware of the 
musical elements that contribute to the stylistic qualities of music. 

SC Academic Standards for the Visual and Performing Arts:  Level 1 High School Instrumental Music 
1.​ The student will sing and perform on instruments a variety of music, alone and with 

others. 
2.​ The student will improvise, compose, and arrange music within specified guidelines. 
3.​ The student will read and notate music. 
4.​  The student will listen to, describe, analyze, and evaluate music and music 

performances. 
5.​ The student will examine and perform music from a variety of cultures and stylistic 

periods. 
6.​ The student will make connections between music and other arts disciplines, other 

content areas, and the world. 
 

OBJECTIVE: The objective of the group piano program for first-time keyboard students to allow 
students to develop functional skills to enable them to play for their own enjoyment. 
 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  Faber, Faber. Faber Adult Piano Adventures, Book 1. Ann Arbor, MI: Dovetree 
Productions, Inc. 2001. iSBN 978-1-61677-302-1.  Lancaster, Renfrow. Faber Accelerated Beginner 
Books 1 & 2.   (Provided by the school) 
​

CLASS MEETINGS: The Piano 1 classes will meet 4 days a week and are spread over Path 4 and 7.  
 

CLASS ATTENDANCE: Functional instrumental skills are obtained through a cumulative process. Regular 
and punctual attendance at class is required. Daily attendance is expected in order to be successful in the 
course and our hands-on lessons are extremely hard to replicate for missing students. WAHS Attendance 
policy will be followed closely. Tardiness is unacceptable and can be dealt with according to the 
Attendance Office. More than 10 absences in a year-long class will result in the student not receiving credit 
for the class. See the WAHS student handbook for information on Tardy & Absence policies. New WAHS 
Attendance Policy for make-up days: Year-long students will only be allowed to make up a maximum of 10 
days of class time Absences that do not count towards the number of excused absences: Court, Serious 
illness, or disabling injury with medical documentation, Death in the immediate family, and documented 
extraordinary hardships. 
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TARDY POLICY: West Ashley High School Tardy Policy: 
In preparation for future employment and postsecondary education, students are expected to learn 
career-soft skills such as punctuality; therefore, students are expected to be in class and ready to begin 
work at the beginning of each instructional period. Each semester, as soon as all students have had a 
few days to find their classes, familiarize themselves with the campus and adjust to our routines, our 
tardy policy will be in effect.  
 
A tardy student is not inside the classroom when the tardy bell rings. Teachers are directed to close and 
lock their classroom doors when the tardy bell rings and begin instruction immediately. Any late student 
must report to a Tardy station around the school. They will receive a pass into class and the computer will 
automatically enter their tardy into PowerSchool Attendance. WAHS will follow the Progressive Discipline 
Plan (PDP) when it comes to Tardies. Please familiarize yourself! 
 

Communication: 
Mrs. Quinn will send out periodic Wildcat Piano Journals when there is important information about a 
concert, fundraiser, upcoming Recital or competition information, concert recordings, and GOOD news! 
Feel free to email me at andreak_quinn@charleston.k12.sc.us if you have any questions. Feel free to 
leave me your phone number if you would like me to speak to you directly.  
 

Recital Policy A required solo will be assigned during Q4 of the course. The instructor will choose a solo 
at an appropriate level based on the student’s differentiated learning plan from a multitude of appropriate 
works.  Students will NOT be allowed to perform works that have not been pre-approved or are too easy or 
difficult for the student. All students are required to perform at the assigned after school Recital. No 
exceptions will be made. More than one solo can be performed and the 2nd solo can be a style other than 
classical. 
 

Recitals are ALL the students’ final test grades, which will be weighted as 2 regular Music Performance 
Assessments (400 pts.) of their second quarter in the course. If students do not exempt their Piano 1 exams, 
they will have to write a self-evaluation in addition to an essay on any given musical topic. 
MISSED REQUIRED PERFORMANCES: 
Send written communication if there will be a missed performance with as much notice as possible.  

 
WAHS Performing Arts Department Equipment Use Policy 

We are very fortunate to have access to great facilities and professional-level equipment at 
WAHS. A limited amount of school-owned instruments are available for student checkout 
throughout the school year and during the Summers. Students are expected to respect and 
maintain school-owned equipment while in use. Students can expect to cover 
repair/replacement costs if the damage is related to mistreatment. Any mistreatment of 
instruments/equipment may result in loss of privilege to use/check-out equipment. 
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​​Assessing Student Progress 

The Student’s grade will be based on three main categories:  
 
​​Rehearsal Performance (20% of grade). This grade will be based on weekly performance in-class rehearsals, 
and self-assessments on rehearsal performance.  

 
Coursework-  (20% of grade) Rehearsal Performances, after school rehearsals 
Major-  (45 % of grade) Assignments/Performance Assessment Tests, Concerts, Concert Evaluations  
​​Minor- (35 % of grade) These assignments are made up of various Written Assignments (5-10), and 
Performance Assessment Quizzes (4-8), and After School Rehearsals  
 

The SC Uniform Grading Scale has been updated for all progress reports are as follows: 
​ ​ A​ 90 - 100  
​ ​ B​ 80 - 89 
​ ​ C​ 70 - 79 
​ ​ D​ 60-69 
​ ​ F​ 59* and below 
 

Final Performance Evaluations: 
Final Performance Evaluations: A pre-approved solo will be assigned in or around the 14th week of 
instruction based on the student’s differentiated learning plan. A mock recital will be held as a test 
grade a day or two before the Recital, and students will be coached through the experience. The 
date of the Recital will be set one month in advance. ALL students are required to perform at the 
assigned after-school Recital, and No exceptions will be made. The same Music Performance 
Assessment Rubric will be used and will be weighted as 4 grades (400 points).​ 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Exam Exemptions- 
**All students must take a final exam and are not eligible to be exempt.**  
 

Required Class Materials 
1.​ A Music Folder to keep Sheet Music and Handouts. (Provided by Teacher) 
2.​  2. Pencil with working eraser (No pens!) 
3.​ Students will be assigned Scales, Hanon Technique, Solos & Duets and other supplemental exercises to 

reinforce their piano playing. 
4.​ The Piano Library has many solo piano books/solo we use as supplemental material throughout the 

course.  
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Class Rules: 

1.​ Follow Directions. Adhere to WAHS Student Handbook policies. 
2.​ Enter and exit in an orderly manner. Upon arrival, independently unpack, retrieve all learning 

materials, and warm up in the first five minutes of class. 
3.​ Respect all people, instruments, and property.  
4.​ Keep Hands, feet, and objects to yourself. 
5.​ No food, drinks, gum, or candy is allowed in the Music room.  

 
 

Positives: 
Verbal Praise, Calls Home, Individual Incentives, Notes Home Emails, Class-Wide Incentives 

 

Consequences: 
1.​ Non Verbal/Verbal Warning # 1  
2.​ Behavior Log/Verbal Warning. “Last Out”- Students will talk to teacher in the last five minutes 

of class.  
3.​ Parent Contact and 30-minute after-school work session. 
4.​ 2, 30-minute after-school work sessions and Discipline Essay. Possible Guidance Referral. 
5.​ Office Referral 

Severe Clause 
Any disruptive behavior like fighting, vandalism, extreme defiance, or bullying will result in immediate 
referral. The teacher reserves the right to skip any step. 
 

Technology/Cell Phone Policy: 
1.​ Per the WAHS Cell phone Use policy, cell phones, earbuds, and iWatches are forbidden by the State 

of SC. They must be put away or remain at home. 
 

Consequences for using cell phones inappropriately 
1.​ Warning: Tell the student to put device away. 

2.​ Student Concern Specialist will be called to 604, and phone  
will be locked by an SCS for the rest of the school day. 

 

 
2026-27  Piano 1 Recitals 

​​ 

 
 

Piano 1 Friday,  
May 7, 2027 
 

Piano 1 Recital 
 

Annual Spring Semester Piano Recital  at 5 pm 
West Ashley HS Auditorium; 
Students arrive @ 4:15-4:45 pm to designated rooms;  
House Opens at 4:45 pm 

Piano 1 
(Back-up) 

Friday, 
May 7, 2027 
 

Piano 1 Recital 
 

Annual Spring Semester Piano Recital  at 7:30 pm 
West Ashley HS Auditorium; 
Students arrive @ 6:15-6:45 pm to designated rooms;  
House Opens at 7:15 pm 


	​​Piano 1 Syllabus 
	​​Student Handbook 
	 
	 
	 
	​​ 
	​​Communication: 
	​​Assessing Student Progress 



